In the title compound, C 9 H 10 N 2 O 4 , the planes of the nitro groups subtend dihedral angles of 55.04 (15) and 63.23 (15) with that of the aromatic ring. These tilts are in opposite senses and the molecule possesses approximate mirror symmetry about a plane normal to the molecule. In the crystal, molecules form stacks in the [100] direction with adjacent molecules related by translation, although the centroid-centroid separation of 4.136 (5) Å is probably too long to regard as a significant aromatic -stacking interaction. An extremely weak C-HÁ Á ÁO interaction is also present.
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S1. Experimental
The commercially available compound (Sigma-Aldrich) Was recrystallized from ethanol solution.
S2. Refinement
All non-H atoms were refined with anisotropic atomic displacement parameters. All H atoms were localized in a Fourier maps but introduced in calculated positions and treated as riding on their parent C atoms with C aryl -H aryl =0.93 Å; C methyl -H methyl =0.96 Å and U iso (H methyl )=1.5U eq (C methyl ) or U iso (H aryl )=1.2U eq (C aryl ). The atoms of benzene cycle present parameters of atomic displacements weaker than those of the substituent atoms.
Figure 1
The molecular structure of (I) with displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 50% probability level.
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Figure 2
The crystal packing of (I) at 293 K, along the b axis.
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Figure 3
The crystal packing of (I) at 293 K, according to the direction [100].
1,3,5-Trimethyl-2,4-dinitrobenzene
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